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“There were more dances, and there were games of “Forfeits,” and more dances, and there was cake, and there was negus, and there was a great piece of Cold Roast, and there was a great piece of Cold Boiled, and there were mince pies , and plenty of beer. But the great effect of the evening came after the Roast and Boiled when the fiddler…struck up “Sir Roger de Coverly.”





The Fezziwig Party





�Scrooge looks back at a celebration hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Fezziwig. This amusing and generous couple always added to the festive season by giving a party  and inviting all their employees. The background scenery brings us into a large room with a sign that reads:


			                   					       Fezziwig & Co.





This suggests that it is not the Fezziwig home. Where do you think this party might be taking place? ________________________________________________________________________________________





Several performers have been invited to sing, dance and play musical instruments for the guests. The music heard during this particular scene has been recorded by an Irish group called “The Chieftains”. The sounds of traditional Celtic Music favor a few folk instruments such as fiddle, guitar, mandolin, flute, concertina and a  small drum. What instrument do you see in this scene?______________________________________     What sounds can you imagine hearing?


_________________________________________________________________________________





There will be great excitement in this scene as lively Jigs, Reels and  Polkas are danced to the popular tunes of that day. A more stately and slower Minuet will also be performed by the Fezziwigs’. This style of English Country Dance has a long history in the British Isles and had carried over to Colonial America. One such dance still performed today is the “Virginia Reel”. 


A dance played on the fiddle is mentioned by Dickens in the excerpt  quoted above.   What is it called?_____________________________________________________________________________


Fact:  The dance that you named had become the “Virginia Reel” when it reached the thirteen colonies by the 18th century.  Which colony or state do you think it is named for? 


                                                    ____________________________________________





During the performance you will see a younger  Scrooge get caught up in the festivities. A spirit of the past  will show him many scenes from his life. Observe how each scene affects him as he looks back on good times and bad times and remembers some of the choices he has made. You can decide if this scene shows Scrooge looking in on a good era of his life.
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  Mythology and Folk Traditions





At the Fezziwig party the musicians perform a song and dance based on an old Celtic tradition that was  often reenacted on December 26th,, a day known as St. Stephen’s Day in the British Isles.


This story and the lore of “The Wren” goes as far back as Ancient Greece, when the winter solstice brought on a change of the season and a new year. Read the words in this verse and see if you can understand what this old tradition tells us about the wren.


�        “The wren, the wren, the king of all birds,  St. Stephen’s Day was caught in the firs,


         Although he was little, his honor was great,  Jump up me lads and give us a treat.” 


        “ My box would speak if it had but a tongue, and two or three shillings will do it no wrong.


        Sing  holly, sing ivy, sing ivy sing holly, a drop just to drink, it would drown melancholy.”





Did you recognize a plea for money? How much do they need?______________________


What else are they asking for as a “treat”?_____________________________________


Folk songs, poems  and ballads are tales that have evolved through oral traditions and oral history, often  changing through the ages. Ireland still holds on to the tradition of the “Wren Boys”.


 The words to the wren song tell a bit of the legend. Compare two versions of this ballad. What are some differences?





The wren oh the wren he’s the king of all birds,			The wren, the wren, the King of all birds


On St. Stephen’s day he got caught in the furze			On St. Stephen’s day was caught in the furze


So it’s up with the kettle and down with the pan			Although he was little, his honor was great.


Won’t you give me a penny to bury the wren.			                 Jump up me lads and give us a treat.





Oh it’s Christmas time that’s why we’re here, 			                 As I was going to Killenaule,


Please be good enough to give us an ear				I met a wren upon the wall.


For  we’ll sing and we’ll dance if you give us a chance, 			Up with me wattle, I knocked him down.


And we won’t be coming back for another whole year.			And dragged him into Carrick-town.





We’ll play Kerry Polkas, the’re really hot stuff			                  Drolinn, Drolinn, where’s your nest?


We’ll play the Mason’s Apron and the Pinch of Snuff,			‘Tis in the tree I love the best


Mahoney’s Jig and the Donegal Reel, 				‘Tis in the tree, the holly tree


Music made to put a spring in your heel.				Where all the boys do follow me.





If there’s a drink in the house may it make itself known,		                  I followed the wren three miles or more,		


Before I sing a song called “the Banks of the Lowne”, 			At six o’clock in the morning.


And I’ll drink with you with occasion in it, 				So it’s up with the kettle and down with the pan,


For my poor dry throat and I’ll sing like a linnet.			And give us a penny to bury the wren.


 


Oh please give us something for the little birds wake, 			I have a little box under me arm,


A big lump of pudding or some Christmas cake,			A penny or tuppence will do it no harm.


A fist full of goose or a hot cup o’ tea,				Mrs. Clancy’s a very good woman,


And then we’ll soon be going on our way.				She’ll give us a penny to bury the wren.





During the performance you will also hear a song that celebrates other holiday traditions. This song might be more familiar to you. Do you recognize the words to this song?


			Deck the halls with boughs of holly, ‘Tis the season to be jolly,


			Don we now our gay apparel, Troll the ancient Yuletide carol,


What seasonal traditions are suggested by this song?


Decorations__________________	     Clothing________________            Songs_________________





Some words are considered archaic when they are no longer in common usage. List two archaic words or terms. _____________________& _____________________ Do you know what these words mean? _______





